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Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for aulomalcd management and standardi/alion of non- 
public financial statement information associated with at least one business comprising: 

receiving at a network-based data processing system financial statement information from 
a contributing business as an electronic data file, the financial statement information associated 
with the wntributing business and originating from a financial accounting system used by the 
contributing business to maintain its general ledger accounting records , wherein the financial 
statement information collectively eoiTcsponds to the overall financial .state of the suhmittinu 
business; 

storing financial statement information as electronic data on the data processing system, 
the financial statement infomiation having a first Format based on a first set of performance 
classifications; 

converting, using an automated process executing on the data processing system, the 
financial statement information from the first Ibmiat to a second standardi7.ed fonnat based at 
least in part on a conversion map associated with the contributing business, the conversion map 
defining a correspondence between one or more perfonnancc classifications of the first set of 
perlbmiancc classifications and one or more respective perfbrmance classifications of a second 
set of standardi/.ed performance classifications; 

aggregating the converted financial statement information with financial statement 
information associated with at least one other business, thereby creating a database of 
standardized private company financial statement information; 
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analyzing the converted llnaneial informalion associated with the contributing business 
based at least in part on one or more performance metrics with an automated program executing 
on the data processing system; 

automatically generating at least one electronic report based on results of the analyzing; 

and 

automatically providing at least a portion of the at least one electronic report to at least 
one requesting party. 

2, CanccllcxI. 

3. (Previously Prc*scnted) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein the at least one electronic 
report includes at least one alert indicator to identify at least one performance metric of the 
converted financial statement information having a variance from a concsponding predetermined 
value specified by the at least one recipient that exceeds an adjustable threshold associated with 
the at least one performance metric. 

4. (Original) The method as in Claim 3, wherein the predetennined value includes a value 
of the performance metric from a previous period. 

5, (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 3, wherein the predetennined value 
includes a target value for the at least one performance metric. 
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6. (Original) The method as in Claim 3, wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
representative of an industry average for the at least one performance metric. 

7. {Previously Presented) 'ilie method as in Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
receiving at the data processing system financial statement infomialion from a second 

contributing business as an electronic data file, the financial statement information containing 
infomialion associated with a second contributing business taken from a financial accounting 
system used by the second contributing business to maintain its general ledger accounting 
records, the financial statement information having a third format based on a third set of 
perfonnance classifications: 

converting, using an automated process, the financial statement infonnation associated 
with the second business Irom the third format to the second fonnat based at least in part on a 
conversion map defining a conespondcncc between one or more performance classifications ol' 
the third set of perlbniiance classifications and one or more respective performance 
classifications of the second set of perfonriance classifications; 

aggregating the converted financial statement inlbmiation associated with the second 
contributing business with the other aggregated financial statement information; and 

analyzing the converled financial statement information associated with the second 
business based at least in part on one or more performance metrics. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 7, llirther comprising: 

generating at least one electronic report based on results of the analysis of the converted 
financial statement information associated with the second business. 
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9. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 7, further comprising: 
analyzing at least one performance metric of at least one olHhe first and second 

businesses based on one or more representative pcrfonnance metrics from the aggregated 
converted financial statement infomiation. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein receiving the financial 
statement infonnation includes receiving the infoimalion as one or more data files uploaded by 
an agent of the contributing business via a website. 

11. Cancelled. 

12. (Previously Presented) 'I'hc method as in Claim 1 , wherein the at least one electronic 
report is received for the contributing business via a website. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 1, wherein the conversion of the 
financial statement infonnation from the first Ibrmat to the second fonnal is perfonncd at least in 
part using one or more software programs. 

14. Cancelled. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim I , wherein the contributing business is 
one of a group consisting of: a private business; a non-profit organization; and a government 

agency. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim I , further comprising: 

providing at least one alert to the at least one requesting party, the alert identifying at 
least one performance metric of the converted financial statement infonnation having a variance 
from a corresponding predetcnnined value that exceeds an adjustable threshold associated with 
the at least one performance metric set by the requesting party. 

1 7. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 6, wherein the predetcnnined value includes a value 
of the performance metric from a previous period. 

1 8. (Original) 'fhc method as in Claim 16, wherein the predetcnnined value includes a target 
value set Ibr the at least one performance metric. 

19. (Original) 'fhc method as in Claim 16, wherein the predetcnnined value includes a value 
representative of an industry average for the at least one perfonnance metric. 

20. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 6, wherein the alert is delivered via at least one of a 
group comprising: an email; a facsimile; a voice message; and a text message. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) 'fhc method as in Claim 1 , further comprising: 
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delivering at least a portion of the converted financial statement information to a 
requesting party as one or more data files having a format compatible with software operated by 
the at least one requesting party. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 1 . wherein one or more of the 
performance classifications of the first set of performance classifications includes a financial 
account and one or more of the performance classifications of the second set includes a financial 
account correlated to a financial account of the first set. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 1 , further comprising receiving 
operational information and where one or more of the perfonnance classifications of the first set 
of performance classifications includes an operational classification and one or more of the 
performance classifications of the second set includes an operational classification correlated to a 
operational classification of the first set. 

24. (Cun cntly Amended) A method for automated management of financial statement 
information associated with at least one non-public business, the method comprising: 

receiving financial statement infomiation at a remote data proccs.sing system as an 
electronic data filed uploaded by an agent of a submitting business via a graphical user interlace 
(GUI), the financial statement intbrmation associated with the submitting business and 
originating from an accounting system used by the submitting business to maintain its general 
ledger accounting records, the financial statement infontiation having a first format based on a 
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first set of pcrjbrmancc classifications and collectively corresnondinti to the overall financial 
state of the submittinu business : 

automatically selecting at least one automata! software progiam for the financial 
statement information associated with the submitting business with the data processing system; 

converting, using the at least one automated software program executing on the data 
processing system, the financial statement infomration from the first format to a second 
standardized format based at least in part on a mapping between one or more performance 
classifications of the first set of performance classifications and (me or more corresponding 
periormance classifications of a second set of perfomnancc classifications; 

aggregating the converted financial statement information with financial statement 
infonnation associated with at least one other business, thereby creating a standardized database 
of private company financial statement information; 

analyzing, using at least one automated software program executing on the data 
processing system, the converted financial statement infomiation based at least in part on one or 
more performance metrics; 

automatically creating at least one performance report based on results of the analysis of 
the converted financial statement information with the data server; and 

providing the at least one performance report to at least one requesting party via the GUI. 

25. (Previously Presented) 'fhe method as in Claim 24, wherein the GUI includes one or 
more web pages of a website and the data processing system includes at least one web server 
associated with the website. 
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26. Cancelled. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 24, wherein the submitting business is 

4 

one of a group consisting of: a private business; a non-profit organization; and a government 

agency. 

?.8, (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 24, further comprising: 

providing a least one alert to the at least one requesting party via the website, the alert 
identifying at least one perfonnance metric of the converted financial statement infonnation 
having a variance from a corresponding predetermined value that exceeds an adjustable threshold 
associated with the at least one pcrfonnancc metric set by the requesting party. 

2y. (Original) The method as in C^laim 2«S, wherein the alert is delivered from the website via 
at least one of a group comprising: an email; a facsimile; a voice message; and a text message. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 25, further comprising: 
delivering at least a portion of the converted financial statement infomiation to at least 

one requesting party via the website as one or more data files having a format compatible with 
software operated by the requesting party. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 24, wherein one or more of the 
perfomiancc classifications of the first set of perfomianee classifications includes a financial 
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account and one or more of the performance classifications of the second set includes a financial 
account correlated to a financial account of the first set. 

32, (Previously Presented) I'he method as in Claim 24, further comprising receiving 
operational information and where one or more ol the pcrfonnance classifications of the first set 
of performance classifications includes an operational classification and one or more of the 
pcrfonnance classifications of the second set includes an operational classification correlated to a 
operational classification of the first set. 

33. (Currently Amended) A network-based pcrfonnance infonnation managemenl system 
for automated management of financial statement infonnation associated with at least one non- 
public business, the system comprising: 

a performance infonnation receipt module that receives pcrfonnance infonnation uploads 
from a submitting business in the Ibnn of an electronic data file containing financial statement 
taken from the submitting business's general ledger accounting system, the financial statement 
information having a first fonnal based on a first set of pcrfonnance classifications and 
collectively correspondina to the overall financial state of the submittinu business : 

a mapping module, including a map database, that converts the financial statement 
infonnation from the first format to a second standardized format based at least in part on a 
mapping between one or more performance classifications of the first set of pcrfonnance 
classifications and one or more performance classifications of a second set of performance 
classifications, the mapping maintained in the map database; 

10 
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a database module for storing the converted information with information associated with 
at least one submitting business with other aggregated financial statement infonnation associated 
with other businesses thereby creating a standardized database of private company fmancial 
statement i n format i on ; 

an analysis module for analyzing the converted financial statement information based at 
least in part on one or more pcrfomnance metrics; and 

a pcrfonnance report/'alert generation module for generating at least one performance 
report based on results of the analysis module, the performance rcpoi1/alert generation module 
providing the at least one perfonnancc report to at least one requesting party. 

34. Cancelled. 

35. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the at least one performance 
report includes at least one alert indicator to identify at least one performance metric of the 
converted perfonnancc infonnation having a variance from a corresponding predetermined value 
that exceeds an adjustable threshold a.ssociated with the pcrlbrmancc metric. 

36. (Previously Presented) 1 he system as in Claim 35, wherein the predelcnnincd value 
includes a value of the performance metric from a previous period. 

37. (Previously Presented) I'hc system as in Claim 35, wherein the prcdctcnnined value 
includes a target value set for the perfonnancc metric. 
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38. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 35, wherein the predetermined value 
includes a value representative of an industry average for the performance metric. 

39. (Previously Presented) 'I'he system as in Claim 33, further comprising: 

the pcrfomiance inlbntiation receipt module receiving financial statement information 
associated with a second submitting business, the financial statement infonnation having a third 
format based on a third set of performance classifications; 

the mapping module converting the financial statement information associated with the 
second submitting business from the third fomiat to the second formal based at least in part on a 
conversion map defining a correspondence between one or more performance classifications of 
the third set of performance classifications and one or more respective pcrfontiance 
classifications of the second set of performance classifications; 

the database module aggregating the converted financial statement information associated 
with the second submitting business with the other aggregated financial statement information; 
and 

the analysis module analyzing the converted financial statement infonnation associated 
with the second submitting business. 

40. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 39, the perfonnance report/alert 
generation module generating one or more perfonnance reports based on results the analysis of 
the converted financial statement infonnation associated with the second submiuing business. 
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41 . (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 39, the database module aggregating the 
converted f inancial statement infomiation associated with the submitting businesses; and 

the analysis module analyzing a per(bnTiancc of at least one of the submitting businesses 
based on one or more representative perfonnancc metrics from the aggregated converted 
llnancial statement information. 

42. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the performance report/alert 
generation module includes a website adaptcxi to receive the fmancial statement information as 
one or more uploaded data files. 

43. Canccllal. 

44. (Previously Prcsenicd) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the performance repoi1/alert 
generation module includes a website adapted to provide the one or more performance reports as 
one or more web pages. 

45. Cancelled. 

46. (Previously Presental) 't he system as in Claim 33, wherein the submitting business is 
one of a group consisting of: a private business; a non-profit organization; and a government 
agency. 



i.iinv'i(i%742.i 



13 



Application No. 10/830,115 
Altomcy Docket No. 123306-177660 

47. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, the perfoniiance report/alert 
generation module further providing at least one alert to at least one requesting party, the alert 
idcnti lying at least one peribnTiance metric of the converted financial statement information 
having a variance from a corresponding predetermined value that exceeds an adjustable threshold 
associated with the at least one peribniiancc metric that is .set by the requesting party. 

48. (Original) Hie system as in Claim 47, wherein the predetemiincd value includes a value 
of the performance metric from a previous period. 

49. (Original) Ilic system as in Claim 47, wherein the predelcmiined value includes a target 
value set for the at least one performance metric. 

50. (Original) The .system as in Claim 47, wherein the predetemiincd value includes a value 
representative of an industry average for the at least one performance metric. 

5 1 . (Original) I'he system as in Claim 47. wherein the alert is delivered via at least one of a 
group comprising: an email; a facsimile; a voice message; and a text message. 

52. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, the performance report/alert 
generation module delivering at least a portion of the converted financial statement information 
to the at Iciist one requesting party as one or more data files having a fonnat compatible with 
software operated by the requesting party. 
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53. (Previously Presented) 'I'hc system as in Claim 33, wherein the financial statement 
information includes financial information and where one or more of ihc performance 
classifications of the first set of performance classi fications includes a financial account and one 
or more of the performance classifications of the second set includes a financial account 
conelatcd to a financial account ol the first set. 

54. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the pcrtbrmancc infonnation 
further includes operational information and where one or more of the pcrfonnance 
classifications of the first set of pcrfomiance classifications includes an operational classification 
and one or more of the performance classifications oi'the second set includes an operational 
classification correlated to a operational classification of the first set. 

ft 

55. (Currently Amended) A system Ibr automated management of non-public financial 
statement associated with at least one business, the system comprising: 

one or more networked servers adapted to: 

operate a website having one or more web pages; 

receive financial statement infomiation, as an electronic data file uploaded via one 
or more web pages of the website, from a submitting business containing financial 
statement information associated with the submitting business originating from a general 
ledger accounting system used by the business to maintain its accounting records, the 
financial statement information having a first format based on a first set of performance 
classifications and collcetivclv correspondinu to the overall financial state of the 
submitting business : 
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convert the financial statement information from the first format to a second 
stanclardi/cd fomiat based at least in part on a conversion map that maps a correlation 
between one or more performance classifications of the first set of perfonnancc 
classifications and one or more respective pcrfonnancc classifications of the second set of 
performance classi fications; 

aggregate the converted financial statement infomiation with financial statement 
infonnation associated with at least one other business to create a database of 
standardized private company performance infomiation; 

analyze the converted pcrfonnancc information based at least in part on one or 
more perfbiTnance metrics; and 

provide one or more performance reports of results of the analysis of the 
converted perfomiance information for display to at least one requesting party. 

56. Cancelled. 

57. (Previously Presented) fhe system as in Claim 55, wherein the one or more networked 
servers are flirther adapted to: 

receive financial stalemcnl infonnation containing performance infomiation associated 
with a second submitting business as an electronic data file uploaded via one or more web pages 
of the website, the financial statement infonnation associated with the second submitting 
business having a third fomiat based on a third set of perfomiance classifications; 

convert the financial statement infonnation associated with the second business from the 
third fonnat to the second format based at least in pari on a conversion map that maps a 
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coiTclalion between one or more perfonnancc classi fications of the third set of pcrfoniiance 
classifications and one or more respective performance classifications of the second set of 
performance classi 1 ications; 

aggregate the converted financial statement information associates! with the second 
submitting business with the other aggregated financial statement information; 

analyze the converted financial statement information associated with the second 
submitting business based at least in part on one or more performance metrics; and 

provide lor the display of one or more perfomiance reports of results of the analysis of 
the converted financial statement information associated with the second submitting business via 
the one or more web pages of the website (or the second submitting business. 

58. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the submitting business is 
one of a group consisting of: a private business; a non-profit organization; and a government 
agency. 



59. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the one or more networked 
servers are further adapted to: 

provide a least one alert to at least one requesting party via the website, the alert 
identifying at least one perfonnance metric of the converted financial statement information 
having a variance from a corresponding predctcnnincd value that exceeds an adjustable threshold 
associated with the at least one pcrfonnance metric that is set by the requesting party. 
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60. (Original) The system as in Claim 59, wherein the alert is delivered from the website via 
at least one of a group comprising: an email; a lacsimilc; a voice message; and a text message. 

6 1 . (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 55, wherein the one or more networked 
servers are furtlicr adapted to: 

deliver at least a portion of the converted financial statement information to a rc*questing 
parly via the website as one or more data files having a format compatible witli sollwai-c 
operated by the requesting party. 

62. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 55, wherein one or more of the 
performance classincations of the first set of perfonnancc classifications includes a financial 
account and one or more of the peribmiance classifications of the second set includes a financial 
account correlated to a financial account of the first set. 

63. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the financial statement 
information further includes operational infonnation and where one or more of the perfonnancc 
classifications of the first set of perfonnancc classifications includes an operational classification 
and one or more of the performance classifications of the second set includes an operational 
classification correlated to a operational classification of the first set. 

64. -99. Cancelled. 
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1 00. (Currently Amended) A method for automated management of private company 
linancial statement infonnation comprising: 

receiving at a network -based data processing system financial statement infomiation as 
an electronic data file upload, the financial statement information containing financial statement 
information associated with a private business, the financial statement information comprising 
data taken from that business' general ledger accounting system, ( [and]] having a user-defined 
fonnal based on a first set of perfonnance classifications corresponding to a set of financial 
accounts , and collectively correspondinu to the overall financial state of the submittinu businessT 




converting, using an automated process executing on the data processing system, the 
received financial statement information from the user-defined format to a standardized format 
based at least in part on a mapping process that correlates one or more one or more performance 
classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or more respective 
pcrfomiancc classifications of a second set of standardized performance classi fications; 

aggregating the converted financial statement information with financial statement 
infomiation associated with at least one other business thereby creating a database of 
standardized private company financial statement information; 

automatically analyzing the converted fintuicial statement information based at least in 
part on one or more perfonTiance metrics with the data processing system; and 

generating at least one electronic report based on the analyzing, wherein generating a 
report comprises generating a web page-based analysis dashboard for visualizing results of the 
analyzing, the dashboard detailing at least one historical trend for one or more performance 
metrics associated with the business for the private business. 
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101. (Currently Amended) A network-based business performance information management 

system comprising: 

a computer system accessible on a computer network and adapted to: 

electronically receive at least one business performance intbnnation File from at 
least one submitting business, the business perfonnancc information file containing 
financial statement information from the submitting businesses general ledger accounting 
system and u>llectivelv correspondinu to the overall financial state of the submittinu 
business , the financial statement information in first fonnat specified by that business 
based on a first set of performance classifications corresponding to a set of financial 
accounts; 

convert the information in the at least one business performance information file 
into a slandardi/-cd format using a mapping process based on a conversion map that maps 
one or more performance classifications of the first set of perfomiancc classifications and 
a second set of standardized performance classifications; 

aggregate the information with converted business perfomiancc information of at 
least one other submitting business thereby creating a standardized database of private 
company performance information; 

analy/c the converted performance infomialion based at least in part on one or 
more performance metrics; and 

generate an alert if results of analyzing indicates that at least one perfonnancc 
metric of the convcrtcxl performance information varies from a corresponding 
predetermined value by more than an adjustable threshold set by a recipient of the alert. 



I.IBW/I6%742.! 



20 



Application No. 10/830,115 
Attorney Docket No. 123306-177660 

1 02. (Currently Amended) A method for gathering private company business pcrlpnnance 
information comprising: 

electronically receiving a file containing fmancial statement infomiation at a remote 
computer system over the Internet, the fmancial statement information in a first fornial based on 
a f irst set of performance classifications corresponding to a set of financial accounts, the 
financial statement information associated with a submitting business and taken from that 
submitting businesses general ledger accounting svstem . the financial sta tcment information 
collectively con csnondimz to the overall financial state of the sub mittinu business; 

converting the data in the file from the firsi format to a second standardized fonnat using 
an automated conversion mapping process that correlates one or more one or more perfonnance 
classifications of the first set of pcrfomianec classilications and one or more respective 
performance classifications of a second set of standardized performance classifications; 

aggregating the converted data in a database with converted financial statement 
infomiation of other private companies thereby creating a standardized database of private 
company financial statement infomiation; and 

analyzing the converted financial statement infonnation based at least in part on one or 
more performance metrics; 

generating at least one report based on the results of analyzing for the submitting 
busijicss; and 

providing the at least one report to at least one requesting party upon request. 

1 03. (New) riie method of Claim 1 , further comprising: 
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generating a conversion nnap including 

providing a graphical user interlace displaying uscr-dclincd pcrfonnancc 
classiiications, standard performance classifications and indicators oFcoiTespondences 
therebetween, 

receiving user input through a selected indicator to correlate one or more user- 
defined perfomiimcc classifications to one or more respective standardized perlbnnancc 
classifications, and 

creating or modif ying the conversion map according to the user input. 
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